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e, A rubber band approximately 1.5 to two centimeters in w idth js attached to the 
edge of the g&s mask thus holding it in place when worn 


d« The entire- gas mash is dull, dark green in cblar. 


25X1 


a» Every psraher Of Podelenie 55-430, Xhaskovo,. is eauipped with the new-type gas mask, 

| | the entire JOmskoro garrison was e<iulp|^d:' with the same type 

mask. USB soldiers attached to Pcdelenie 55-430 have gas mask drill, two or three 
times per week. These drills are held .outside the city * 

3 - 

25X1 


Clvllianr. Defense Training in Khaskovo 

4., As .<*f January lf53|. courses in FOHhiQ CProiivovi&dushna i KhimiehSS. Otbransj 
Antiaircraft and Chemical Defense) had been given on a wide scale, in Khaskovo^ 
particularly to the tobacco workers. Communist Party members a® well as non-party 
members with a good political record were invited to attend the chutse*, and 
wire told that the character of the courses and information obtained therein were 
Classified Top Secret. '• - 

5. A .certain number of the trainees attending these courses were ’’ appointed section 

leaders and assigned the responsibility of le ading non- ini tinted "gitiaens and 
training them in FVKfaC. in case of an alert. I I 

25X1 | | there were 

Q,-y -| approximately 50 trainees of both sexes at each of the 3JD KbaskCwq tohaeoa 
Z ^ A warehouses. 

6. These PVXhO courses Were started in the Spring of 1952 and have been greatly 
accelerated since- t/hht time, Ixm early Spring to June 1952,/ the students were 

: |iVen . theoretical instruction and practical problems every daytftam'S jOO to Ji00 
p.m. Prom July to September 1 952, during. the slack season at the Khaskovo tobacco 
warehouse#)i classes were held twice a day from 9:00 to IXsGO a.m.,' and from 7*00 
to 9100 p,m, An attendance check is ,made at these courses and any student who 
is absent'without sufficient cause is dropped from the course, 

■, , ' t ■ 

7* The students have been taught how to neutralise unexploded bombs' and how to work 
While wearing gas masks. There is no indication that gas mask® Have been 
distributed to- the civilian population. of Khaskovo. 

8, String the winter of 1951-52, a notice was published In Khaskovo Tasking every 
Citizen to obtain approximately half a ton of sand, a barrel of "water, an ax, a 
shovel, and a nick and t o place these items in his yard or home us soon as possible. 
25X1 1 I everyone in Khaskovo has complied with this ndfciee. The 

military establishments of the .Khaskovo garrison have also placed the items 
mentioned above outside eaeh of their buildings. 
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Exercises in IQiaflkovo 


Buying 1952, evacuation exercises were held t*f* or five times a^Bjcjfltb by samp 

*54 stationed in Xbaskoro. The men taking part iff theS^exercises would 
City in fail field uniform and return the same day or the fallowing 
BUSWiing. Evacuation exercises were tysld hath, during the day and at night. 

On 20 January 1953, a full-scale evacuation exercise was held, lag the Khaskovo 
, i nMg^tt^ikpyafet Unlit . ®be alert was given at apprmimHtely 9s 00 a.m. 
■Bftd barracks and storage areas, were emptied and. all personnel, at® files were 
ready tac evacuation in less than one. hour* She units were eVab^ted from. 
Khaahovo during this exercise and returned their quarters on the afternoon of 

laps.: day.*" 


, of Air Paid Shelters in g 


12 . 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 


Is 1951, construction started on underground air raid shelters for the Khaskovo 
population. This work was completed in the autumn of 1952* 'These ‘shelters consist 
• af’ two tunnels excavated under a hill in the southeastern side of town, between 
the .highway to J&rdzhali and the road to Solyarovo. The tunnels 'Sri protected 
birat least 20 meters of earth overhead, This earth is composed 'chief ly of 
sandstone and clay. 2h» sides of $he tunnels, are lined with concrete blocks, 

Each, tunnel has a single entrance with a large wooden door . A 'fisc Teet in front 
of each entrance there is a large reinforced concrete wall, with a small opening 
la It. Sheas walls are intended to protect the tunnel entrances against nearby 
T&omb axplosloM* Bllectylclty haa Afl tbe tunnels 
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NATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE . 
J/SAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. 

(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE) 



1 . Malevp military arifield (N ljl-5l, 5 25 - 36 ) , Khaskovo okoliya, is located opposite 
the Male vo railroad station, and consists of a flat, unfenced area : having - no hard 
surface runways ^ apd no hangars . The field is serviced by approximately si x Air 
Force noncommissioned officers . In the autumn .of 1952 , |~ | approxi- 

mately six small biplanes parked at the field© 


2. Four small brick buildings which are used as barracks are located at tfalevo airfield. 
The field is illuminated at night by approximately six strong lights which are 
mounted on'' posts. (A sketch showing the location of Malevo airfield is included 

as Appendix A 5 on page 3) 

New Airfield near Khaskovo 

3. The new airfield in the Khaskovo area is located at N U1-U8, E 25-35 , 9 approxi- 
mately three kilometers north of the fork formed by the Khaskovo- -Dimitrovgrad 
and the Khaskovo -Plovdiv roads , and approximately 500 meters east of - the 
Dimitrovgrad highway. The field occupies the entire plain east of the highway. 

U. Construction work at the field was started, in the spring of 1952 and is continuing 
at a rapid pace. Both Trudovaks and civilians are employed on this project o 
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The field 1 a landing strip, which runs northwest-southeast, is made of concrete. 
Stone for the concrete was obtained from a quarry at the north end of the field. 
It has been reported that the entire field will be paved with concrete. 

£• As of 25 January 1953 9 no buildings had been erected and no planes had landed 
on this field. The area around the field has been declared a restricted zone. 

25X1 | 

6# The following legend refers to a sketch showing the location of the new airfield 
and other military installations in the Khaskovo area and is included as Appendix 
B, on page i** 


1. Khaskovo railroad station 

2. Barracks of Podelenie 55-^30 
3* Barracks of Podelenie 55-Ul+O 

il« Barracks of Heavy Artillery Regiment 
5* Underground Gasoline Depots 
6* Warehouse of Unit, Podelenie 55-UlO 
7,* Railroad station (not drawn to scale) 

8* Ammunition Dump for Military Units in the Khaskovo Area 
9* Approximate location of new military airfield 

10. Air raid shelters 

11. Fodder Warehouses for Podelenie 55-510 
Forest 
River 
Path 
Road 
Bridge 


. i 
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Comments t 


2. This n new M airfield in the Khaskovo area has been prev iously referred to as 
the Uaundzhovo airfield | jj 
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25X1 1 . The camp known as the "Second Army Artillery Barracks" is located in the northern 
section of Khaskovo on the eastern side of the Plovdiv highway. A sign at the 
main gate to the barracks is inscribed "Podelenie 55-440." The following Army units 
are quartered at these barracks's 

a. Divisional artillery regiment (Podelenie unknown); 

b. Howitzer artillery regiment (Podelenie unkhOtoVj 

c. ' Antiaircraft artillery unit (Podelenie unknown ) ; hnd 

d. l Communication unit (Podelenie unknown). 

2. The divisional artillery regiment was transferred to Khaskovo from Plovdiv in Septemfc 
ber 1949* when the Sefiohd'Army : Artillery "BeglmBnjiwws^ transferred from Khaskovo to 
Plovdiv. It is believed that the divisional artillery regiment is the former Third 
Divisional Artillery Regiment which was said to have disbanded after the end of 
hostilities in 1946. The divisional artillery regiment has a strength of approxi- 
mately' 5d0; it also has approximately 300 horses and approximately l6 light field 
artillery pieces. 

3* The howitzer artillery regiment was transferred' to Khaskovo during September 1949* 

The regimentje original location and present strength ark not known. 

4. The antiaircraft artillery unit mentioned above was formed in Khaskovo during 1945* 

£t has a strength of approximately 100 meri and is equipped with approximately 10 light. 
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horse-drawn antiaircraft artillery pieces- The guns are mounted on small pneumatic 
wheels and have barrels approximately 2*5 meteVs lohg. The caliber is not known. 

5- No information is available on the communications unit mentioned' above. 

6, A heavy artillery regiment (Podelenie unknown) is stationed:'. in Khaskovo. Regiment 
personnel are quartered in a 3-story building, AO X 20 meters, which was completed 
during October or November 1952. The building is located approximately 300 meters 
east of the former "Second Army Artillery Regiment Barracks." The regimental staff 
and 500 men of the regiment are billeted in this building. Regimental personnel 
wear dafk green u&iforms^dark green caps, and epaulette with black piping. The 
trousers have yellow bands down the sides. The local population refers to these 
troops as "Tankisti* 11 The regiment is equipped With approximately 20 self-propelled 
artillery pieces (probably type SU-100) . It also has from 50 to 60 trucks of 
unknown size and make * ' A high percentage of the personnel in the regiment are armed 
/ with Tommy "guns. Approximately 60 meters north Of the above-mentioned barracks 
area is a large repair shop for heavy artillery pieces . The building is A0 meters 
long and £0 meters wide; it is open on the we&tern "i ide . 

7,. The first of the heavy artillery regiment's parking areas is located approximately 
100 meters jprth of the repair shop. There are four* Stfch areas located iry a line 
frosThorth to south. 

8. Another 3-story building, A0 x 20 meters, is located approximately AQ meters west of 
the heavy artillery regiment barracks. The building was completed two or three 
year* agQ«:\ An unidentified unit with an approximate strength of 200 men is quartered 
in "’this building. ■ The unit wears brown Army uniforms . 

9. An unidentified Army unit is quartered in a new 3 -story building which was completed 
in the camp area (shown in the sketch on page7) during 1951- The building is approxi- 
mately AO meters long by 20 meters wide. In the cafmp area there iB also a non- 
commissioned officer school. It is not known whether the school is an independent 
unit or whether it is attached to one oftthe Mother units in the camp area. 

10. A sketch of the camp area showing the following installations is included on page 7 : 

■X. Billets of the AAA unit and of a communications unit 
Z » Divisional artillery regiment billets 
3* Howitzer artillery regiment billets 
U, Storage and parking areas 
Arms and repair shop 
iu New building (completed during 1951) 

Z* Guardhouse 
.&• Infirmary 
;9o Lavatory and laundry 
10.* Workshops 

11* Heavy artillery regiment billets 
12* Billets of unidentified unit 
11* Repair shop 
lit* Warehouse 

15* Parking area for heavy artillery pieces ftnd trucks 
16* Ravine 
17* Plovdiv highway 
18* Dimitrovgrad highway 
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Rifle Division In Khaskavo’ 

Se,ad1fuarters of Rifle Division Podelenle 55-510, formerly 8 Tundzhenska Division, 
ir Ideated in the old Khaskavo gynmapfom for boys ■ swfcheast of the city park and 
approximately 600 Barters west of the center of Khaskovo. The gymnasium is a 
1 -story building, with three wings perpendicular to its main section, which is 
approximately 50 meters long. 


The commanding officer of the divisioa da Lieutenant Colonel Mitov'(^ic) who 
recently returned to Bulgari a from the USSR where he took a special course the 
type of which is not known ' ~~ ~~~~ 


The staff headquarters of the division was . separated from division headquarters 
during December 1952, and Is now located in a 3-story building on the southern 
side of the main square in Khaskovo opposite the memorial to the unknown soldier. 
The divisional staff headquarters- contain* the division's administration, communi- 
cations, supply, and pay offices. A military intelligence unit is also attached 
to this section e The following officers serve at divisional staff headquarters of 
Podelenle py-510 in Khaskovo; 



The divisional quartermaster unit is located approximately 300 meters north of the 
former Second Army Barracks $ it has the following storage areas: 


a, Divisional gasoline dump; 

b, Divisional fodder warehouse; and 

c, Divisional clothing warehouse. 

The divisional gasoline dump is located at N 4l[-55, E 25-3^- > approximately 500 
meters north of the Khaskovo railroad station and approximately 750 meters east of 
the Plovdiv -Dimitrovgrad highway. The dump is underground and consists of an area 
500 meters square which is encircled by barbed wire. The various units at Khaskovo 
provide guards for three permanent guard posts at this dump, 

The Khaskovo divisional fodder warehouses are located approximately two kilometers 
from Khaskovo, at the fork formed by the roads from Khaskovo to Kharmanliy and 
Usundzhovo. The warehouse area is approximately 120 meters long and 100 meters 
wide. The side bordering the road is inclosed by a brick wall one and one -half 
meters high. The other three sides are inclosed by a barbed-wire fence. In the 
area there are approximately nine 1-story buildings with tile roofs « The warehouse 
contains wheat, oats, and corn flour used as cattle fodder, as well as large 
quantities of wheat flour, cereals, macaroni, and salt for human consumption. 
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A sketch of the. divisional fodder warehouse* showing the following installations 
is included below; : 

a. Hay and straw storage; 

b . Storage for grain feeds | 
c * Luuifcer storage sheds ; 

d. Khaskovo-Uziundzhovo road; and 

e. Khaskovo-Kfcarmanliy road. 

A guard post is located at the main entrance of the warehouse enclosure on the 
road to Kharmanliy. 


* 



17. The divisional clothing warehouse is a 3-story building, 40 x 20 meters, located 

at N 41-56, E 25-33; approximately 300 meters north of the old Second Army Artillery 
Regiment Barracks, and approximately 300 meters east of the Dimitrovgrad road. 

The following items are among those carried in this warehouse; uniforms, shoes, 
tarpaulins, tents, soldiers' ammunition belts, cartridge belts, and leather thongs. 


SECRET 


Approved For Release 2003/12/18 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000900400009-9 






Approved For Release 2003/12/18 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000900400009-9 


SECRET 

5, 


25X1 


18. Infantry Regiment, Podelenie 55-^30, is subordinate to Rifle Division, Podelenie 

55-510. The regiment arrived in Khaskovo in 19^5 and is probably the old 23 Infantry 
Regiment from Kazanluk. It is quartered "at the camp of the old 10 Infantry Regiment 
on the eastern side of the city square southeast" of the Second Array Artillery Regiment 
barracks. Two new barracks, three stories high, were added to the camp during 19^9 
and 1952. The regiment has a strength of approximately 1500 men. 

15^ Infantry Regiment, Podelenie 55-^30 is equipped with M-19^-1 Tommy guns and M-19^4 rifles. 
Over 50 per cent of the men are armed with Tommy guns, model 19^1 or model 19^-3* The 
remainder of the men are armed with M-19^ rifles. In addition, each platoon is 
equipped with five to six DPM light machine guns and with two u Panzer faust" (bazookas). 
The regiment has one heavy machine gun company equipped with approximately 30 Maxim 
M-1910 machine guns on both Sokolov and M-1931 dual-purpose mounts. The following units 
are also attached to the regiment: 

a. A mortar company; each platoon equipped with four mortars; there are approximately 
twenty 8?mm M-19^-3 (sic) mortars in storage at the camp; 

b. An antitank company, equipped with approximately ten DT antitank machine guns; 

c. One battery of field artillery, equipment consists of four field artillery pieces 
of unidentified type and caliber; 

d. A non-commissioned officer training course attended by approximately 100 men; and 

6 m A bakery company consisting of approximately 60 men; personnel are subject to 

regular military training but are employed on one of the three daily shifts at the 
Khaskovo divisional bakery located in the camp area. 

20. Ther'te are four large warehouses located in the regiment l s camp area; 

a. A 1-story building, 20 x 10 meters; contains heavy machine guns, light machine 
guns, rifies, and Tommy guns; total number of arms in warehouse was estimated to 
be over 3000; 

b. A 1-story building, 30 x 10 meters; contains Panzerfausts (bazookas), land mines, 
gas masks, new uniforms and Bhoes; and 

c. Two large 1-story warehouses, approximately 20 x 20 meters; contain mostly crates 
with various caliber ammunition, shells, and hand grenades. 

In addition to the above, eich company of the regiment has an arms and ammunition room 
near its area. 

21. In January 1953 the following officers were serving in Podelenie 55*if30s 


25X1 a. Senior Lieutenant Petrov Venkov, regimental QM off icer[ 


25X1 



25X1 b. 

Lieutenant Atanas Karaivanov, supply officer 



25X1 



25X1 

c. 

Captain Demerdzhiev, regiment supply officer 

1 1 1 


25X1 



25X1 



25X1 

Captain Ivanov, probably assistant to the regimental supply officerl | 


25X1 



25X1. e . 



Captain Rusenov, veterinarian J 
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22 . RkserV* officers, ranking from infantry majors to lieutenants, from the classes of 
1907 to 1929, were recalled for 30-day tours of duty during the months of August, 
October, and December 1952. Approximately 15 0 officers were trained during each of 
the 30 -day tours. They received basic military drill and training with new! Soviet 
weapons. The reserve officers were furnished new uniforms at the beginning of train- 
ings at the completion of the tour, the uniforms were labelled with the officers' 
names and were stored for future use. During 1952, on two occasions, mladzhi serzhantl 
(Junior sergeants), sgrzhantl (sergeants) and starshini (master Sergeants) were 
recalled for temporary trainings for the first time during the month of June, and for 
the second toward the end of July. Their training also lasted approximately 30 days 
and did not differ from that of the officers. The men recalled were from various 
undetermined nabors (classes of recruits) and all had served previously in infantry 
regiments. Each shift consisted of approximately 150 men. 

Miscellaneous 

. * 

23. The ammunition *d\Amp of the Khaskovo garrison is located at N 41-57, E 25-34, approxi- 
mately two kilometers north of the barracks of the Second Army Artillery Regiment and 
approximately 200 meters east of the Khaskovo-Dimitrovgrad highway. The dump is 
situated in a thickly -wooded area and cannot be seen from the highway. The dump is 
guarded by approximately 10 men who belong to various units in Khaskovo. 

24. An Interior Troops! unit. Podelenie unknown, is quartered in a 3-story building, approxi 
mately 50 x 15 meters, located west of the Plovdiv highway, next to the Khaskovo 
local prison. The unit has approximately 150 men most of whom are armed with Tommy guns 

25* During December 1952, men of approximately the 1922 to 1927 classes were called for 
medical examinations by Army commissions throughout Bulgaria, 

26. Approximately 70 young men belonging to the 1934 and 1935 classes were to be examined 
at Studena, Svilengrad Okoliya, on 17 February 1953* 
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25X1 

lo !5 e Model Farm is located approximately three kilometers north of 

Khapkovo (N hl-55, E 25-32), and 100 meters west of the highway to Dimitrovgrad 
(N k2->Q3', E 25-36) * 


2. All of the administrative personnel of the farm are Soviets, and the other 
employees are Bulgarians hired from the Khaskovo area* 

3* Large sections of the farm are used for raising fowl, sheep, and pigs. Large 
quantities of the farm’s products, mainly eggs and poultry, are sold on the 
Khaskovo market * It is believed that all products not sold on this market are 
exported to the USSR. 


U* An unknown number of modem buildings have been constructed on the farm* 
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Following is the key to 

and the Ministry of Interior troops' 
this reports: 


|sketch of the Khaskovo local prison 

barracks which is contained on page 2 of 


lo Cells 

2 * Dungeon 

3 o Latrines 
U . Shoemaker 
5 > « Laundry 
6* Kitchen 
7. Yard 

8 • Front Yard 
9 . Hall 

10* Guard Quarters 
11* Not known 

12* Meeting room and sleeping quarters for wardens 
13* Chief Warden's Office 
111.* Prison Directorates 
a. Corridor 
b* Director's Office 
c* C ashier- Ac count ant 's Office 
d* Archives 

15 >* Interior Troops' Barracks 
16* Built-up Area 
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following steps are necessary to procure a new identity card in Studena Obshtina: 


H 



a. A birth certificate, a certificate of residence, and a certificate of nferital 
statfis must be obtained from the town or village council; 

b. Three photographs must be obtained from a state photographer; 

c. An Anketna Karta (Investigation Card ) 1 must be obtained from the Ministry of 
Interior obshtina office; and 

d. All of the above documents and photographs are left in a special folder at the 
Ministry of Interior obshtina office for processing. 

2. If an applicant does not have a birth certificate, he may apply for a substitute 
certificate at his town or village council. The certificate costs 8.6 leva. The 
Certificate of Residence may be obtained from the applicant's town or village 
council. It is issued in triplicate and costs .2 leva per shefct. The Certificate 
of Marital Status is issued free of charge by the town or village council. 


3 . The photographs prepared by the state photographer were 1*5 x 1.25 inches aa* were 
made on light smooth paper. All pictures ate taken in a three-quarter view with 
l a light background. The low$r right hand corner of the;f|^tograph is left blank. 

I The three photographs cost four leva and require about one week for processing. 
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The Anketna Karta is isBued by the Militia section of the Ministry of Interior 
obshtina office. The back of the card is filled in by a Militia official. 

“5* A f older cesta .2 leva- and may be obtained near the Ministry of Interior office 

in Studena, There are two types of folders: a blue one with the word n Prepiska ,r (File) 
written on it, and a yellow one with the word T, Dyalo M written on it. 
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| Comment s This is a card kept in the Militia files showing what security 
checks have been made on an individual. 
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